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Arkwood on Final 
Superfund Site List. 

Roger Meachum an BP A k ·rwAidentifies and ranks the sites ·; 
man in Dallas told the r· spo. es- on its list according to health threats 

' unes m a to neatb· u1 ti' thr gh 
telephone interview Thursday mom- . . Y pop a ons ou con
ing that nothing other than the com- tammatio~ of groundwater, surface 
pletion of a public comment period , water or au. Money for the cleanup 
bad triggered the addition of Ark- fund ~ome~ from taxes mainly on the 
wood to the permanent final Super- chemical mdustry. 
fund list. ' The latest additions to the Super-

He said the public comment per- fund ~st include gatbage d~ps, 
.iod had lapsed without objections to refinenes, dry ?leaners, chemical 
placing Arkwood on the permanent dumps and a vanety of manufactur-

- final Superfund list. ' ing plants, including a steel com-
Arkwood was placed on what pany, tanning company, paint works 

· Meachum called a "proposed" and a forest products c:ompan~. 
Superfund list in September of l 98S Pennsylvania had the most sites, 
and has been treated as a Superund 12, followed by New York with 10 
site for purposes of study. and Michigan :Wi~ sev~ri. 

Meachum said that was standard Of the to~al site~ identified so far, 
and the only thing that can't be done New Jersey s 107 is the most for any 
until a site appears on the "penna- state. Pennsylvania is second with 
nent final" list is the actual final 94, followed by California with 88. 
clean-up. The list was started in 1983. 

He said making the permanent The EPA bas been under attack 
final list would not speed the sche- for years for the pace of cleanup 
dule that calls for the investigation/ under the Superfund program, which 
remedial study to be presented to the was created by Congress in response 
public sometime next year. to a series of dramatic toxic waste 

Arkwood, a former wood-treating problems that surfaced in the late 
operation, is contaminated with . en- 1970s. and early 1980s. -
tachlorophenol, which has ca~sed . yanous congressional reports cri-
cru;icer and other diseases in test !ic1z:ed the program l~st year, result-
ammals. mg m Congress cutting the cleanup 

An Associated Press story said the budget by $175 million. 
Environmental Protection Agency In , a statement accompany!ng · 
today added 101 sites in 33 states to today s announcement that 101 sites 
its list of hazardous waste dumps had been added to the Superfund list, 
that pose the greatest long-term EPA.Administrat?r William K. Reil-
tbre.at to public health and the ly said he was trymg to speed up the 
envuonment. process. 

. The additions bring to 1,163 the "The slow progres~ of Superfu~ 
number of waste sites eligible for frustrates a lot of people, I know, 
federal funds under the EPA's $8 5 he said. "It frustrates me. At EPA 
billion "Superfund" clean~p w7're looking at ways to speed up 
program. · this process and to spur cleanups by 

,, responsible private parties, includ-
ing making expanded use of enfor
cement actions." 

The latest additions to the cleanup 
priority list include eight federal 
facilities. Although Superfund 
money cannot be used for .cI~anup 
on federal sites, the EPA said 1t had 
decided to put eligible sites on the 
~~ ... --·· ___ ..,..,....,_.---

list regardless of their regulatory sta
tus. Federal agencies and'the mili
tary services are required to pay for 
hazardous waste site cleanups out of 
their -0wn budgets. 

'Ibe·BPA said that in addition to 
the eight federal sites added to the 
Superfund list, it has decided to 
extend the site area of the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal near Denver, 
which already was on the list. The 
extension was made to include con
taminants and releases from an area 
of the arsenal called Basin F, the 
agency said. 
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